
 

enGINe Newsletter – Post 2021 Conference Edition! 

 

A Word from the Chair 

Hello everyone and welcome to this edition of enGINe.  

This is my first ‘word from the chair’ so before discussing the recent 

conference, I would like to sincerely thank our previous Chair, Professor 

Gillian Leng, who did an exceptional job over her three years as Chair and 

particularly provided a steady hand when the world turned upside down 

with the COVID-19 pandemic. I’d also like to thank the GIN board and 

secretariat for their support in me taking on this role. I’m looking forward 

to the challenge and working closely with our new Vice-Chair, Professor 

Holger Schünemann, GIN CEO Elaine Harrow and the rest of the board to 

continue powering forward for GIN and to serve the needs of the 

network. If any of our members would ever like to discuss any 

recommendations or have any feedback for the GIN board, please do feel free to email me at any time as any 

ideas or suggestions are always warmly welcomed.  

Now – to the conference! What a marvellous event and I must credit all who were involved, including the chairs 

of the Scientific Committee (Chair Patrick Okwen and Vice-chair Corinna Shaefer), the 2021 GIN Conference 

Committee (Chair Duncan Service), all of our fantastic speakers/moderators, the abstract review committee 

members and finally the GIN secretariat (particularly Allison Smith) for their tireless efforts and for putting on a 

superb event. All the feedback I have received so far from delegates is that they truly enjoyed the conference 

and especially the platform and program.  

Although replacing a face-to-face event is extremely difficult, all attendees enjoyed the interactive sessions, the 

networking, the gamification and it did feel as if this virtual conference did succeed in replicating many of the 

networking and intangible benefits of a face-to-face event.   The scientific programme was exemplary, and I must 

say I particularly enjoyed all of the plenary sessions in addition to the great presentations within the concurrent 

sessions.  

I wasn’t quite sure how the virtual tour was going to go, but it really did feel as if we were pounding the streets 

of Edinburgh alongside Paul and our GIN colleagues whilst being entertained by his anecdotes. Quite different 

to other online webinars I left the conference amazed at how energising it was and how easy it was to connect 

with others. Once again, well done to all involved – spectacular work all round.  

The event has got me even more excited for next year in Toronto – when we will finally be                

able to meet again face to face! 

Zac Munn, GIN Chair 

 

 

 

mailto:chair@g-i-n.net
https://g-i-n.net/conference/conference-2021/


Chief Executive Officer’s Update 

Wow – what a week! I am still buzzing from the first ever fully online GIN 

conference and from the fantastic feedback that we have received from our 

delegates – thank you all. We are so happy that you both embraced and enjoyed 

the experience. Our final delegate numbers were 584, excluding staff, coming 

from 47 countries from Armenia to Uganda! 

As we anticipated, the scheduling of the sessions to accommodate as many time 

zones as possible was a challenge, but our fantastic Scientific Committee rose 

very well to that challenge and presented a schedule of fabulous sessions that 

compensated for this as far as possible. We have some participation statistics that 

will inform our scheduling of any future webinars etc, when targeting our 

international audience. 

Although we really missed the natural interaction that our in-person event always brings, there are some real 

positives to come out of a fully online conference. Normally, there is very mixed feedback around the parallel 

sessions with the general theme often being the number of clashes of interesting sessions and delegates not 

being able to participate in all the sessions they would want to. This year, we can simply log back into the 

platform and catch up with the sessions we missed. Dipping in and out of sessions was also very easy, without 

the fear of disturbing the presenter or appearing rude! The random networking sessions also proved to be fun 

and entertaining; whilst short, they provided an easy opportunity to meet new people and gather their contact 

details for connecting later.  

Our statistics show that the Edinburgh tour was the most popular social event, with over 100 people 

participating in the “walking tour”. It was a very interactive, entertaining session and even I, as a native Scot, 

learned a lot from our highly entertaining guide. Sixty people took part in the cook-along and 51 stretched out 

with yoga at the end of the conference day. All the social sessions were also recorded, so you can still take part 

if you would like to. 

I would also like to thank the presenters, moderators, bloggers, and participants, who 

took part in the second world Evidence Based Health Care Day, less than a week before 

our conference. The second world EBHC day, in which GIN is one of the organising 

partners, was another success, with 32 events run across 17 countries and 37 published 

blogs, which you can read on the site. 

October has been a very productive month! 

 

Elaine Harrow, CEO 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://worldebhcday.org/blog


#GIN2021 Highlights 

Thank you all so much for 

attending our 2021 conference. 

We hope you enjoyed taking 

part in our first ever fully online 

event and the impressive virtual 

portal enabled you to enjoy an 

engaging experience over the 

three days!  

 

 

Our amazing Scientific Committee led by Patrick Okwen and Corinna Schaefer organised a total of 221 sessions 

(62 x Oral, 147 x Poster, 5 x Workshop, 7 x Panel) as well as 4 extremely informative plenaries! 

Many thanks to all of our Speakers, oral presenters, poster presenters, panel presenters and all those who 

presented and facilitated in the workshops; and of course a huge thank you to our session moderators, we 

couldn’t have achieved any of this without your amazing support and contributions!  

 

 

 

 

https://g-i-n.net/conference/conference-2021/gin-conference-programme/scientific-committee/
https://g-i-n.net/conference/conference-2021/gin-conference-programme/plenary-speakers/


A massive thank you to our incredible sponsors - EBSCO Information Services, Wolters Kluwer, The 

Registered Nurses' Association of Ontario - and Exhibitors - Indico Solutions LLC, INGUIDE Program and 

McMaster University - for their contribution and support of the conference.  

 

 

 

The participation levels from all our 584 delegates from 47 countries was inspiring - participation and 

engagement in the sessions, networking, gamification and event stream far surpassed our expectations as we 

“dipped our toes” in these unchartered waters for the very first time.  

Despite not being able to see you all in person we were still excited to be able to see you all in the virtual 

world. 

If you missed any of the sessions, they are all now available in the “Virtual Conference Portal” for the next 

two months.  

To access the recordings, click into the session and above 'Session Information', you will see 'Session Recording'. 

Click 'Play' to view the recording and you are good to go! 

 

It was so good to see all the interaction on the conference portal, and things certainly got competitive in the 

last hours with the top three gamifications places being awarded to: 

Prize 1 - Complimentary Registration to GIN 2022 Toronto 

Dr Noriko Sasaki, Kyoto University 

Prize 2 - £250 Discount on INGUIDE Course 

Ms Andrea Hickman, Endocrine Society 

Prize 3 - Complimentary registration for the INGUIDE Level 1 Course 

Prof Airton Tetelbom Stein, Ufcspa 

We hope you enjoyed the gamification; it certainly brought a little fun to the conference! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.ebsco.com/
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It seemed very fitting that our 2021 Sci-Com Chair Dr Patrick Okwen, Effective Basic Services (ebase) won the 

best poster this year for:  Evidence Tori dey: Contextualising knowledge translation and 

communication of evidence for Consumers through Storytelling in treatment of malaria in 

Africa. 

It seemed that Patrick only found out this news later in the evening via Twitter as he unfortunately had an 

internet blackout just as this was announced! Congratulations from everyone on the GIN 2021 conference 

team, very well deserved! 

 

 

 

Thanks so much to 2021 

Sci-Com Member Ein-Soon Shin for 

personally sponsoring our three social 

events – the yoga, cooking demo and 

Edinburgh tour were a fantastic 

addition and thoroughly enjoyed by all 

the delegates who took part. 

 

 

 

 

 



Working Group & Regional Community meetings 

A total of 9 Working Group and Regional Community meetings took place as part of the conference schedule. 

All meetings were well attended – it was great to see many familiar faces, as well as some new faces, getting 

involved! 

The minutes will be shared on GIN Connect over the coming weeks. If you would like to find out more about 

joining any of the groups, please email Jenna. 

 

GIN ANZ  

Welcome to the New ANZ Regional Community Chair, Kelvin Hill!  

Kelvin said “Having attended my first GIN conference in 2007 (Toronto) as 

a novice I have experienced firsthand the benefits of being a GIN member 

over the years including the knowledge, networking and support!  

Obviously, the conferences are the highlight having attended 7 previous 

conferences, but it is great to be able to continue to connect and support 

guideline developers and users across Australia and New Zealand as chair 

of the ANZ regional group.  

Although we are small in number it’s terrific to see some pretty amazing 

work we are doing in this corner of the world -particularly in living 

guidelines. I am proud to take over the chair of the group and thank Zac for chairing last couple of years”. 

We would like to thank Zac Munn as the outgoing ANZ Regional Community Chair for his hard work and 

commitment in leading the group and wish Kelvin all the best as he takes over as Chair! 

Image Gallery 

Despite it being a virtual conference, we still managed to capture some images                                                                      

and memories from the event! 
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Important Dates 

• ANZ webinar – 24th November: Guideline implementation from national to lo-

cal: three case studies from across Australia. Register here. 

                                                     

• GIN Office Christmas Shutdown – 23rd December to 4th January 2022 

 

“The plenaries were inspiring” 

“This has been a wonderful journey” 

“The platform is excellent” 

“This really is setting the scene for the future; I have learned so much!” 

“Great fun - definitely worth getting up early for, really interesting valuable 

things that people are doing!!” 

 

“The Social sessions added another dimension of beauty to this online event” 

 

“I felt much more, as part of the GIN community after this conference” 

 

https://connect.g-i-n.net/events/6130a6c945563f0007cb9c22/description

