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 What we’re looking for and what’s 
involved 

 

 

What is a lay member? 

We use the phrase ‘lay member’ to refer to a member of one of our committees who 

has personal experience of using health or care services. The phrase can also mean 

someone from a community affected by the committee's topic area or an advocate or 

unpaid carer. 

 

What will the committee be doing? 

The committee will look at the evidence that is available, and develop NICE 

guidance on Thyroid cancer: assessment and management. The NICE guidance will 

be written recommendations about the best types of treatment, support and services.  

 

 For more information about our committees and what they do, visit the committee 

area of our website. 

What knowledge and experience will I need? 

We’re looking for people with an understanding of Thyroid cancer: assessment and 

management and the issues important to patients, people using services, unpaid 

carers, communities and the public. 

 

As a lay member, you will have this understanding:  

• through personal experience you have of treatment and care provided for you 

by the NHS 

• as a relative or unpaid carer of someone who has used relevant health 

services 

• as an advocate, volunteer, or officer of a relevant charity or organisation.  
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You will also have: 

• good communication and team-working skills  

• the ability to listen and take part in constructive debate, while being respectful 

of other people’s views 

• knowledge of the experiences and needs of lots of people which gives you the 

ability to champion a range of different perspectives on this topic. 

 

Who sits on the committee? 

NICE committees develop our guidance. As well as lay members, committees are 

also made up of professional members. This includes people who work in health or 

social care, as well as a range of other roles.  

Lay members have the same status and carry out the same functions as other 

committee members.  

 

 

What does the role involve? 

• attending committee meetings (see time commitment below for more 

information) and taking part in discussions to shape the guidance 

• reading committee papers 

• commenting on documents between meetings 

• keeping the committee’s work confidential.  

 

 

What am I expected to do?   

• Make sure the views, experiences and interests of patients or people who use 

health and social care services are taken into account by the committee. 

• Identify areas of concern to people using NHS, public health or social care 

services. 

• Review topic information and the draft guidance from a patient, service user, 

carer or community perspective. For instance, does the information address 

issues important to people affected by the guidance? Does the guidance take 

their views into account? 

• Make sure the guidance considers people from different backgrounds. 
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How much time will I need to give and where? 

It’s important that you are available for the committee’s meetings.  

• Meetings for this committee will take place from 1 May 2020 

• Committee meetings will usually last for 1 day, but sometimes 2 day meetings 

are held  

• The meetings will happen every 4-6 weeks for a period of 18 months  

• The meetings will take place in central London 

• If you are appointed, you will be invited to a training day in Central London on 

12 May 2020 

 

What’s in it for me? 

• You will be helping to make national and local health and social care services 

work better for patients, people who use services, carers or the public.  

• Previous lay members have said they found their confidence improved, as 

well as developing other skills like public speaking and critical thinking.  

• Being a member of a NICE committee shows you are an expert by 

experience. It also shows you are able to work in a team, as an equal 

contributor to the committee alongside healthcare and other professionals. 

 

What support will I get? 

A named member of the public involvement team will be available throughout your 

time working with us, to offer help and support.  

You will be offered training and guidance to make sure you feel confident on the 

committee, as well as regular chats with your named contact.  

If you have any special requirements, for example access or travel needs, we can 

discuss this with you and make adjustments where needed.  

What happens after I apply?   

The public involvement team passes on applications to the team running this 

committee. Your application is then shortlisted against the required skills and abilities 

set out in this document.  
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If you are shortlisted you will be contacted for a phone interview to talk about the 

position, your application and what is involved before a formal invitation is offered to 

sit on the committee. The date for interviews has been set for the 14 and 17 

February 2020. They will take place on the phone and will last no more than 30 

minutes. 

 

More information 

For more information about becoming a member on this committee, read our 

additional information.  

This gives more information about: 

• payment and expenses, including how this could affect any benefits you receive 

• how we can help you to apply if you have a disability 

• how we monitor equality and diversity in NICE’s work 

• what we expect from our committee members 

• what might prevent you from sitting on a NICE committee 

• how we will use the personal information you give us 

• what you can do if you’re not happy with our recruitment process 

mailto:PIP@nice.org.uk
https://www.nice.org.uk/Media/Default/Get-involved/Join-a-committee/Recruitment-pack/Information-pack-lay-applicants.pdf

